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                           “Top, top bed & breakfast” 

“Best and favouritest B&B stay!” 
“Luxurious yet homely, professional welcoming hosts” 
Don’t take our word for it – we’re rated ‘excellent’ by our 

guests on Trip Advisor 
‘Westmount’ B&B, Station Road, Embleton, NE66 3XJ 

01665 571 275 
www.staynorthumberlandcoast.co.uk 

 

DRYTHROPPLE COTTAGE, CHARLTON MIRES, NE662TJ 
(500 yards from the A1) 

Logs- Dumpy bag- £50, free local delivery or collect your own £4 per bag. 

Mobile log splitting service 
Free range eggs         Home grown vegetables - ready now 

Hanging Baskets 
 

Phone Jimmy on 07834 409422 (or leave a message - 01665 579286) 
 

  

Stephen Knowles 
                           

Heating & Plumbing Engineers 
Installation, service, repairs to gas heating appliances. 

Gas fitting & plumbing work also undertaken.   Natural/Lpg gas. 
Stumblin’ Edge, Christon Bank 

Telephone 01665 576855  Mobile 07866 013977 
stevieknowles666@gmail.com    Gas Safe Reg. No. 232536 
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          01665 576 639                            NE66 3UP 
Daily lunch special                                                    Sunday lunch special 
Homemade soup or potato skins                             3 courses for only                                       
Any pizza or pasta                                                      £8.95!!! from 12pm         
Choice of ice cream                                                   subject to availability 
Mon-Sat 12-5pm  
    Only £5.95 
Full Italian, kids and a la carte menu + weekly blackboard 
specials from 12pm! 
Family run restaurant and pub with cask ale, specialized 
wine & premium lagers. 
Bed and breakfast available upstairs with 4 en suite rooms 
from £40 per person per night. 
Kitchen open from 12pm-9pm   Bar open from 12-10pm 
Full menu available for take away 
Hot and cold beverages also available for take away!  

 
Like us on facebook 
for special offers and 
competitions: 
SambucaBlueBell 
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Editorial                                     Jan Ainsley  
   At the end of May we held the annual Whinstone Times plant sale at 

Embleton Primary School.  The sun shone for most of the day and we raised 

£318 which we are sharing equally with the school. Very many thanks to all 

the people who helped and who donated plants, cakes and raffle prizes and 

came along on the day to buy.  A special thank you to Head Teacher Nicola 

Threlfall for coming along to open the school and lend her support on what 

should have been the first day of her half term holiday.  

    Funds have also been boosted by a grant of £200 from the Parish Council             

and several generous donations, helping greatly to keep us ‘in the black’. 

    As always, a huge thank you to everyone who advertises, writes articles 

and supports the magazine in their various ways. 

 

Please send material for the next edition by Monday 7th August to: 

Mary Kibble marykibble@talktalk.net,  01665 576608 (articles, stories etc)     

Jan Ainsley jan.ainsley@yahoo.com tel 01665576019  (advertising)    

Shelagh Coxon tel 01665576791  (‘What’s on’) 

 

Cover picture Thanks to Linda Heslop for this edition’s cover photograph 

 

Trinity Tots 
Trinity Tots Playgroup meets at the Parish Rooms on Thursdays, 12:30- 2:30,  

The cost is £1.50 per child, with FREE tea & coffee for parents & carers.   

Craft Calendar for June, July and August  

22nd June - Go to the Play Park/Free Play     29th June- Spoon Puppets   

6th July - Disney Character Fancy Dress & Sing-song   13th July - Free Play/ 

Colouring 20th July- Rainbow Mobile *21st - School Summer Holiday Starts*  

27th July - Gingerbread Biscuit Decorating  

There will be no TT Play group in the Parish Rooms in August but we will 

meet informally at Embleton Playpark from 12:30- 2:30 each Thursday. 

17th August - Summer Tea Party at Creighton Hall.  
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Community Information 
Notes from the Parish Council May 2017 

The Annual Meeting of the Parish was held on May 22nd.  The 

Chairman presented his report on the work of the Council over the past 12 

months. The retiring County Councillor (Kate Cairns) submitted a summary of 

her work and achievements over the last 12 months which was precis’d by 

the Chairman. Two members of the public attended to express concern over 

the effects that advertising and promotion of the area for tourism were 

having.  They also introduced a proposed ‘Green Dog Walkers’ scheme that 

they asked Embleton Parish Council to support, in line with the decisions 

made by Craster and Newton Parish Councils.  Copies of introduction were 

left with each Councillor and the Chairman agreed that it will be discussed at 

the June meeting of the Council. 

This meeting was followed by the Annual Meeting of the Parish 

Council. Dr Terry Howells was re-elected Chairman of the Council and Mrs 

Georgina Armstrong Vice Chairman.  Various Councillors agreed to represent 

the Parish Council on the Embleton Joint Burial Committee, The Creighton 

Hall Management Committee and the Neighbourhood Plan Committee. 

This meeting was followed by the May meeting of the Parish Council. 

The Parish Council (PC) was pleased to note the south-bound bus shelter had 

now  been completed but were disappointed to learn that it will be another 

two months before work commences on the stone planters at Christon Bank. 

The recently elected County Councillor (Wendy Pattison) presented a 

short report in which she highlighted the imminent restoration work to take 

place on the Swedish house in Greyfield and the ongoing flooding at Christon 

Bank, which she was investigating through Northumberland Water. 

The PC noted that only two of the businesses placing advertising 

boards on the village green had paid this year’s rent. This was to be followed 

up. 

Following the election there are four vacancies on the Parish Council.  

Before new Councillors can be co-opted the PC’s Standing Orders must be 

followed and the Clerk undertook to commence the process with a view to 

having some new Councillors in place at the end of July.  
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The Neighbourhood Plan Working Party had met for the first time 

and agreed the way forward. There is still time/room for new members from 

amongst the parishioners of Embleton to join this group, which will basically 

be plotting the future development of the parish. 

The PC was brought up to date on progress in the transfer of quarry 

ownership to Embleton Parish Council and it is hoped the matter can now 

move forward more quickly. 

Concern was expressed at the condition of the bank between 

Whinstone View and the B1339.  It was agreed that NCC should be 

approached again to produce an acceptable management plan for the bank. 

The PC was told that the sale of Cemetery House was now in the 

hands of Bradley Walsh Estate Agents and final offers must be received by 

the end of July. 

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on June 26th at 7.00 

p.m. in the Christon Bank Methodist Chapel Meeting Room.  All are welcome. 

 

Neighbourhood Plan – Should Embleton and 

Christon Bank have one? 

    

     Embleton’s Parish Council has instigated a Neighbourhood Plan project 

group (NPPG) as a consequence of the Localism Act of 2011. The Royal Town 

Planning Institute explains what’s behind this in the following edited text.  

‘Neighbourhood planning is a right for communities to shape development in 

their areas through the production of Neighbourhood Development Plans, 

Neighbourhood Development Orders and Community Right to Build Orders. 

Neighbourhood Development Plans become part of the Local Plan and the 

policies contained within them are then used in the determination of planning 

applications. Neighbourhood Development Orders and Community Right to 

Build Orders allow communities to grant planning permission either in full or 

in outline for the types of development they want to see in their areas. It 

must be stressed that the policies produced cannot block development that 

is already part of the Local Plan. What they can do is shape where 

development will go and what it will look like. 
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    The Local Planning Authority is involved and will make decisions at key 

stages of the process, such as approving the neighbourhood area within 

which the Neighbourhood Development Plan will have effect. It will also 

organise the independent examination of the plan and the community 

referendum that is held at the end of the process. 

    The referendum is an important part of the process allowing those that 

live in the neighbourhood area to decide whether or not the Neighbourhood 

Development Plan comes into effect or not. This is direct democracy and 

outlines the importance of working with the wider community and securing 

their support at an early stage in the process.’ 

     

At its next meeting, Embleton’s NPPG, comprising a group of local volunteers 

brought together by the Parish Council, will consider the advice of its 

proposed planning consultant and make a binding decision on whether to 

proceed to produce the Parish’s Neighbourhood plan. 

For more information, or to assist in any way, please contact Embleton Parish 

Council’s Parish clerk, Melissa Gilroy at embletonpc@hotmail.com  

 

County Council Elections 
Wendy Pattison - new County Councillor for the 

Longhoughton Ward 
   

 Wendy is a resident of Rock Village and 

has worked in Local Government for over 20 

years. A mother of four and ‘Nana’ to ten 

grandchildren, she is  a  firm believer in family 

values and of  ‘community’ and believes that by 

strengthening and fostering a sense of 

community and providing people with ways to 

come together as friends, neighbors and 

citizens creates a firmer foundation and 

enables a neighborhood to solve problems and seize opportunities.          

Wendy believes that infrastructure touches the life of every 

resident: from turning on the taps in the morning, to switching off the lights 
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at night and she wants to seek ways to improve delivery for everyone and 

get more out of our existing assets. As well as looking at infrastructure 

issues she wants to initiate better partnership working with all Parish 

Councils in the Longhoughton Ward, Northumbria Police, the Fire Service, 

Transport Providers and Voluntary and Community Groups.  

Wendy  would also like to take the time to sincerely thank everyone 

and said it  will be both a privilege and a pleasure to represent the interests 

of every Embleton Parish resident and she  will do whatever is within her 

power to enhance local services and improve the infrastructure of the area.  

In order to become an effective and pro-active County 

Councillor, Wendy would like to encourage all residents to take time to share 

their ideas, concerns and aspirations, and what really matters and is 

important to them and looks forward very much to the many challenges 

which lie ahead. 

       Contact details -  Tel. 07779 983072 

 

Kate Cairns, formerly County Councillor for the 

Longhoughton ward, writes 
                               

I feel proud and privileged to have been able to help so 

many people across the ward. Everywhere I go I see a 

legacy of my work: refurbished villages halls and 

churches, roads resurfaced, potholes filled, new bus 

shelters, new drainage gullies, new parking provision 

and new signage.  

I attended as many Embleton parish council 

meetings as possible to listen to the local concerns. 

For each meeting I prepared a bespoke report addressing the specific issues of the 

parish, as I have done for all of the nine parish councils across the ward. 

I thank the people of the parish who put their trust in me with their votes, 

and for the scores of messages of thanks I have received over the last weeks. I will 

stand again to represent you at the next opportunity. 
Note Space prevents us from including Kate’s much longer final report on her work as 

County Councillor.  Please contact Kate on 07921 454593 if you would like more 

information. 
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Parish Church Room - Can you help? 
In recent years, we have developed the Parish Room as a drop-in 

café for local residents and visitors.  We are delighted to say that with each 

year we have been busier and it has proved to be very enjoyable for the ten 

volunteers.  However, we would very much like a little extra help with light 

gardening jobs such as watering plants, cutting lawn edges, pruning and 

weeding or arranging a few flowers for the café tables.   

There would be no need to make a regular commitment for anyone 

who thinks they might like to pop along when the café is open, or contact Jan 

on 576603, Jean 576356 or Christine 576981. 

 

Book Launch 
A New book was launched in Embleton recently at the Creighton Hall as part 

of a series by a local author and historian John Yearnshire. This was his third book 

centering on North Northumberland villages, entitled   ‘Around Embleton what the 

Papers Say’. 

It follows on from ‘Around Alnmouth what the Papers Say’ and ‘Around 

Alnmouth the Lesbury Township what the Papers Say’, which have been published 

previously and are still hugely popular. 

‘Around Embleton what the Papers Say’, looks at the journalistic narrative 

of times gone by, John has located many media reports from the last two centuries, 

which give an explanation and visual interest into the events which made up ‘real time’ 

village life. The book features over 160 articles and over 60 images. 

At the launch John displayed some old photographs, as well as meeting 

visitors and sharing a complimentary cup of coffee and Belgian chocolates. 

John has published a number of books covering a wide range of subjects, 

including historical cricket, policing, and the influential Baronet Williamson family of 

Whitburn Hall. He is a retired crime scene investigator:  and has taught forensic 

science at the Police National Training Centre, latterly spending several years 

working for the Justice Department in the Middle East. He holds both Honors and 

Masters Degrees. 

    This very interesting book can be found in most cafés and stores locally, and John 

is donating all profits to local charities. 
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SCHOOL NEWS 

Embleton Primary School is thriving! 
Our staff and volunteers are committed to providing the best 

education for our local children and continue to involve the local 

community in school activities.  We have an abundance of activities 

planned for the summer term to support learning within the current 

curriculum. 

Teacher Appointments 
We are delighted to share 

with you the appointment of 

new Head Teacher, Nicola 

Threlfall and Class Teacher, 

Ann Popay. The Chair of 

Governors, Professor Sir Alan 

Craft said, 'We are delighted 

to welcome Nicola and Ann to 

the team.  Embleton Vincent 

Edwards is going from 

strength to strength - we will 

have our biggest intake for a 

number of years into school in 

September, increasing the school size by 40%, and will also be providing both 

30 hours per week of nursery education, and wrap-around care for children, 

allowing them to be looked after in school from 7.45 am until 5.30 pm.  Last 

year the school fought off a closure bid, and I am delighted that the school 

is now increasing in size, and that we have a strong team to take the school 

forward. 

Cragside Trip 

As part of the Science topic, Class 2 have been learning about 

Electricity.  The class visited Cragside in May to find out about the Victorian 

inventor Lord Armstrong and the first house in the world to be lit by 

hydroelectricity. 
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National Trust – Painting Decoy Terns with Class 2 
 

Class 2 have been working 

with Jane Lancaster from 

the National Trust to paint 

some decoy Terns. The little 

painted Terns will be on site 

at the Long Nanny 

at Beadnell and are intended 

to encourage more Terns to 

nest in the area.  The 

National Trust have looked 

after the Long Nanny for 40 

years this year - with Arctic Terns & Little Terns breeding on the beach 

from May to July each year.  

Visit the National Trust Website for more information.    

https://www.nationaltrust.org. uk/embleton-and-newton-links/features/the-

long-nanny-little- tern-site 

Summer Term Trips 

Our children are going to be very busy this term with a variety of different 

trips planned to support the curriculum.  These include a trip to the Glendale 

Countryside Day, Brinkburn Priory, Central Mosque and Synagogue in 

Newcastle and an Early Years trip to Whitehouse Farm.  We are hoping for 

sunshine on our annual Dunstanburgh beach day and Sports Day too.  

Friends of Embleton 
To finance the Summer term trips the ‘Friends of Embleton’ have a few 

events planned over the coming term.   The Beetle drive was on 16th June and 

the Summer Fair will be on Sunday 16th July at 1-3pm with Slater's funfair, 

games, refreshments, cakes, raffle and much more.   

 Lunch Club 

We continue to provide a community lunch for retired local residents eachThursday 

lunchtime at midday.  The cost of a lunch is £4 and this includes a main course and 

dessert.  If you are interested in joining our club then please get in touch with the 

school office on (01665) 576612 to book a place.  
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Nature notes                  by Linda Heslop 

“One swallow doth not a summer make” 

    This quote is often heard and is rather evocative.  Our first visitor was 

singing enthusiastically from the wires in Sea Lane on 19th April and indeed 

at the same time sparrows busily collected nesting material; any interlopers 

being unceremoniously chased off. A pair of thrushes splashed happily in the 

bird bath. Signs of territorial behaviour were obvious; feathers left behind 

by arguing wood pigeons, and then quickly collected for nesting material by a 

waiting blackbird. Three robins were on a lawn near the Blue Bell, a collared 

dove hurtled after a magpie and starlings chased a thrush. Have you ever 

watched a starling, they really are the John Travolta of the bird world with 

their greasy black feathers and strutting walk.  Talking of starlings, a crow 

was observed chasing down and demolishing a young starling in the field 

below the Sportsman.  As the days progressed through April many more 

swallows arrived and at the end of the month house martins too, trying to 

build under the eaves on David Astbury’s house at Mount Pleasant.  Possibly 

put off by the beanie- wearing Easter Island statue in his window the nest is 

now attached to the inside of the middle window of the end house. 

    The bird population was really changing; geese were seen in pairs 

chatting away to each other as they did a fly past.  Due to the lack of rain 

the secondary pond at Newton was almost dry and there were some very 

disconsolate-looking geese, oyster catchers and ducks padding about.  

Goldfinches were seen and yellowhammers too, they are difficult to spot in 

the gorse as their heads are very bright yellow.  They have a distinctive call; 

it was always said they sang “a little bit of bread and no cheese” and they do 

- try listening, you will hear it. Herons were also flying in pairs around the 

pond at Newton.  A large bird of prey was spotted circling there amidst 

great excitement.  Seeing some paparazzi twitchers with powerful telephoto 

lenses focused on a poor nesting bird in the hawthorn, the obvious question 

was asked about the predator. This was met by the dismissive response that 

it was ‘a buzzard, a COMMON buzzard’, suitably deflated, the swans were 

next for viewing. 

    The Newton pond pair of mute swans stayed after the winter and started 

laying / incubating there at the beginning of April.  A pair, known as a cob 
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and a pen usually mate for life, incubation can take forty days.   The young 

birds generally don’t breed for the first two years of life and the broods 

often join the parents in the winter area, which might explain the number of 

swans seen wintering this year.   

    On May 1st  the curly tailed small black flies reached epidemic 

proportions, as those of you unfortunate  enough to have been out walking 

will have discovered, it only seemed to last a day and there must have been 

some very full crops as the swallows  were having a real feast. A strange 

looking insect with a bear-like furry brown body was on the lawn, it had a 

long thick proboscis, and investigations proved it was a bombyluis or bee fly.  

    On May 10th the first swifts were heard with their high pitched screams 

and Eddie Gray’s coble was once more in Embleton Bay as the salmon season 

had started.  After a brief flirtation with a white hull last year it is lovely to 

see that ‘Craster blue’ paintwork has been re-instated again on “Supreme 

Two” the name of the boat that Eddie Gray and Eddie Dawson, both from 

Craster, commissioned in 1979. Eddie Dawson left the boat in 1984 leaving 

Eddie Gray as solo skipper. Anyone watching the national weather on 11th. 

May will have seen his coble moored in the harbour at Beadnell, apparently 

the sunniest spot in the U.K. that day.   

    On May 12th after a fruitless visit to see any emerging cygnets it was 

good to see a duck with nine newly hatched 

ducklings plus a very handsome cormorant with 

his wings outstretched drying himself on a bed 

of reeds. The ponies that graze around the pond 

are now looking very sleek and glossy although 

their tummies are becoming rounder by the day. 

    The Embleton climate is obviously excellent 

for the four pink flamingoes spotted near 

Grieves garage last month - they seem to have 

bred, there are now six.  The swifts appear to be nesting somewhere around 

there as well, as seven of them can be seen with their scythe-like wings 

swooping and screaming around the houses behind.  Swift numbers have 

declined by 30% over the last ten years. They spend longer on the wing than 

any other bird without landing; eating, mating and sleeping there.  When the 

air pressure is high you can see swallows, house martins and swifts flying a 
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long way above in the sky.  Swallows return to the same nesting sites every 

year, building their cup-shaped nests in old buildings - and garages, if they 

can get in. Swifts build their nest inside roofs and cavities of buildings, 

please let us know if you see a swift’s nest. Perhaps a short description of 

each of these migrants would help those that are not too sure, to identify 

their differences. The swallow has a deep forked tail with two streamers at 

the end, the house martin has a forked tail and an easily spotted white rump 

and the swift is bigger, looks black against the sky and is scythe shaped. 

    On May 20th we had very heavy rain and the flowers on the gorse and oil 

seed rape began to fade, their colours when seen together very much at 

odds with each other. The hedgerows have been awash with pinky-white 

splodges as the hawthorn put on a superb show this year in the unusually dry 

weather.   The gorse has been glorious too, sunburst yellow with a heady 

coconut scent just like sun cream. Bluebells were 

prolific and so pretty nodding in the breeze. There are 

some beautiful gardens in the village now in full flower, 

opposite Grieves garage and around Merton Cottages, 

and the new garden on Quakers Row is coming on apace. 

    Sounds of young birds being fed can be heard in 

bushes, trees and under the roof edges and on May 21st 

our swans hatched a magnificent eight cygnets. The 

parents could be heard gently squeaking admonishments 

to any of the young who got out of line.  It is a lovely 

sight and can be seen regularly from either the Newton hides or on a walk 

along the back of the pond.   
    The dawn chorus continues to start at 3.30 am. a quieter dusk version can be 

heard about 9.30 pm. Reports were coming in of a “very large” white bird seen 

loitering around the Dunstan Steads pig barns.  Much enthusiasm, did we have a 

passing spoonbill or something equally interesting.  A photo was eagerly awaited…..  

Ah, on receipt of said photo it turned out to be an itinerant guinea fowl. (Has anyone 

mislaid one?)  This has apparently now taken up residence in the garden with Robert 

and Monica Cornall. As guinea fowl are excellent watchdogs they should now be 

invasion-proof. 

 

So many things to report and sadly not enough room but please keep your reports and 

photos coming in. 
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  Visit from a new theatre company 
Steel Magnolias about to bloom! 

 
    The newly-formed PORTABLE THEATRE COMPANY'S first production is 

'Steel Magnolias', a play by Robert Harling.  

    Six experienced local actors; Arlene Cadman, Lynne Lambert, Sally 

Pumford, Sarah Purvis, Carol Robson and Claire Teasdale, all members of the 

Alnwick Stage Musical Society, have formed The Portable Theatre Company 

which is committed to producing high-quality, engaging drama performed in 

rural locations. 'Steel Magnolias' is a bitter-sweet play which has become 

well-known due to the film starring Julia Roberts and Dolly Parton. Set in 

Truvy's beauty salon in a small town in Louisiana, the play focuses on the 

women who frequent the salon; their lives, loves and personal 

tragedies.  This warm-hearted and humorous play is sure to provide a 

poignant and laughter-filled evening's entertainment. 

    The Portable Theatre Company is largely funded by its current members 

and has also received grants generously donated by Alnwick Town Council, 

the Northumberland Community Chest and the Alnwick Lions 

All performances begin at 7.30 p.m. and take place at Warkworth Memorial 

Hall on Thursday July 13th, Felton Village Hall on Friday July 14th and 

Creighton Hall, Embleton on Saturday July 15th. 

Tickets from Warkworth Post Office; Gallery 45, Felton; Embleton Post 

Office & Village Shop.                  Adults £8.00 - Students £6.00. 

 

Howick Film Nights 
    John Roper is pleased to report the excellent news that the projector has 

been repaired (in the Czech Republic believe it or not) and is back in use. 

The repairs cost close to £500 so we will be organising fund raising 

events in the near future to cover these costs and to build up a cash reserve 

to budget for the future. 

Please do try and come along and provide support the film nights. 
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Debt Advice services at Citizens 

Advice Northumberland  

 
 
Free, confidential, independent advice on money worries is available at 

all offices of Citizens Advice Northumberland. 

    This service is vital to people who are struggling to pay bills, make loan 

repayments and pay important things like their rent and council tax – these 

problems are becoming more prevalent when people across the area are 

losing their jobs or having cuts to their working hours. Out of control debts 

can have serious effects on people’s lives leading to loss of their home, 

possessions or liberty. It is also a major contributor to ill health. 

    Trained staff will help people get their finances in order and get them 

back in control of their money and their lives. As part of the help, staff will 

check if there is any extra income or benefits clients could claim.   

    Advice can come in many shapes and forms; we can provide self-help 

packs, give telephone or face-to-face advice and webchat or refer you to 

another appropriate service.  

Call our Adviceline on 03444 111 444 Monday to Friday 10am to 4pm. 

On-line help is also available at https://www.citizensadvice.org.uk/about-

us/contact-us/web-chat-service/ or at www.citizensadvice.org.uk      

Alnwick Office 1st Floor, Lloyds Bank Chambers, 24 Bondgate Within, 

Alnwick  NE66 1TD. 

Drop-in sessions  Monday, Wednesday and Friday  9 am to 1 pm. 
Amble Office Fourways Centre Bridge Street Amble  NE65 0DR  

Drop-in sessions Tuesdays and Thursdays 9 am to 1 pm. 
 

 

100 Club 
We don’t have the May and June 100 Club results but these will appear 

in the next issue 
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Helping Red Squirrels 

     Rita Cavill has reported that a red squirrel was spotted in the quarry in 

Embleton but also that a grey squirrel was seen on a pavement in Christon 

Bank, and wonders if sightings of grey squirrels should be reported. 

    Northern Red Squirrels (www.northernredsquirrels.org.uk) would like to 

have reports of sightings of both red and grey squirrels.  Their website has 

lots of information including a guide to distinguishing between the reds and 

the greys, which is not as straight forward as you might think! 

     Red squirrel sightings help them to gauge the health and location of the 

red squirrel populations, grey sightings help with targeting control to help 

protect the reds from disease and competition for food and habitat. 

Squirrel sightings from this area can be reported to 

Ron Lightfoot (Felton) Tel: 01670 787059 or 07802 652202 

Email: lightfoothq@gmail.com  

If you find a sickly red squirrel or a dead red squirrel with no obvious 

signs of injury, contact Northern Red Squirrels urgently on their 

HOTLINE number: 07878 061880.  If no reply, please leave a message 

More information at www.northernredsquirrels.org.uk 

 

‘Embleton going to the dogs!’ 
A response from Jill Lockett, a professional Dog Walker  

I agree with Mr Sutherland's article that many people cannot control their 

dogs. I walk my own dogs on the beach but I only walk my customers' dogs on their 

own and do not even go on the beach. This avoids any unpleasant altercations with 

other bad dogs / owners. 

    As a mother of two young children I have experienced dogs running at my children 

& dogs urinating on the pushchair wheel whilst playing on the beach. Usually the 

owner is somewhere miles up the beach pathetically shouting for their pet. 

    A beach warden would be a great idea, especially during the busier summer months. 

I am very much in favour of this type of presence on our beaches, ensuring that 

nobody or 'nodoggy' is misbehaving! 

 

If anybody needs their dog walked on a 1-1 basis in a safe controlled manner then 

please get in touch. 01665 571306 
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Concert at Rock Church 
The Embassy Singers are a choir based at the British Embassy in Berlin, 

many who work at the Embassy, others joining as English speakers from the 

city. 

They gave an evening concert at Rock Church on 3rd June, performing English 

music with favourites such as Linden Lea and O peaceful England reflecting 

the theme of Let There be Peace on Earth. Their warm harmonic tones sung 

either a capella or accompanied on piano and organ by Lora Beebe were 

interspersed by three cello solos from Phoebe Scott.  Every piece bathed 

the audience with sounds of skilled musicianship. 

On Sunday morning they joined us for a Benefice Service which was 

memorable. Our visiting priest, the Reverend Bob Burston, profoundly 

echoed the theme of peace, beginning with the story of Dietrich 

Bonhoeffer, whose statue, one of ten modern martyrs, stands in 

Westminster Abbey. The warm and sincere singing drew quite a few tears.  

Perhaps tears related to the history that was held in the church that 

morning and also thoughts of the terrible events in London and Manchester 

very recently. 

Thank you to the choir and all who made this special event possible.  We 

hope that they will visit us again. 

 

Unwanted furniture? Try Orange Box! 
If you ever have some perfectly useable furniture or household appliances 

that no one seems to want, and even advertising in the ‘for Sale’ slot in the 

Whinstone times doesn’t find a buyer, you may like to try donating the items 

to Orange Box North East.  This is a furniture recycling and redistribution 

Community Interest Company that aims to distribute decent quality 

furniture and other household items at low cost to people on low incomes 

while at the same time reducing the number of useable items going to 

landfill. They also help to up-skill vulnerable adults so that they are more 

job-ready and employable.  Collections from this area are free of charge.   

Contact Orange Box on 01912 242116 or orangeboxnortheast@yahoo.com 

More information at www.orangeboxnortheas.org.uk 
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WHAT’S ON 

LATE JUNE 2017 

Saturday/Sunday 24th/25th Fallodon Open Garden Weekend.  In aid of  

 NGS and Red Cross.  2 – 5 p.m. each day.  Limited wheelchair  

 access.  Well-behaved dogs welcome.  Teas served in Stable Yard. 

Sunday 25th Craster History Society – Outing on the River Tyne. 

Wednesday 28th Creighton Hall AGM 7.00 p.m.  Open to all. 

Thursday 29th Andy & Margaret Watchorn Concert.  7.30 p.m. Creighton 

 Hall.  Tkts £7.50 at door – accompanied children under 12 free. 

JULY 2017 

Saturday 1st Flower Club coffee morning 10.30 – noon.  £2 entry includes  

 refreshments. 

Tuesday 4th Women’s Club – Lunch at The Horseshoes, Rennington. 

Thursday 6th Craster W.I. – A Year Behind the Veil by Mrs Ingrid Kilner. 

 Competition – prettiest earrings.  7.15 p.m. Memorial Hall. 

Thursday 6th Andy & Margaret Watchorn concert at St. Mary’s Church, 

 Low Newton.  Details as previously stated in June. 

Thursday 6th Embleton Mothers’ Union Deanery Festival at Holy Trinity  

 Church.  6.00 p.m. 

Friday 7th Howick Film Night.  Contact John Roper on 576413 for details. 

Friday 7th Alnwick Playhouse Choir summer concert at the Creighton Hall  

 at 7.30 p.m.  Tickets £6 at the door. 

Monday 10th Embleton Flower Club Summer Open Meeting.  7.30 p.m. 

Creighton Hall.  Demo. ‘A Ray of Summer Sunshine’ by Vivien 

Bolton.  Members free, visitors £5. 

Tuesday 11th Embleton W.I. -  ‘Edible Flowers’ cookery demonstration by  

 Sue Malloy.  2.00 p.m. Creighton Hall. 

Tuesday 11th Watchorn Concert at Craster Memorial Hall.  7.30 p.m.  

Details as before 

Wednesday 12th Embleton Mothers’ Union.  Service of Holy Communion at 

St. Peter’s Church, Craster. 

Thursday 13th Craster Community Trust Wine & Cheese at the A.G.M. 

7.15 p.m.  Please come along and let us show you what we do. 

Saturday 15th ‘Steel Magnolias’ presented by The Portable Theatre  
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 Company in the Creighton Hall, Embleton.  7.30 p.m.  Tickets £8, 

students £6, from Embleton shop or pay at the door. 

Sunday 16th  Embleton Primary School – Summer Fair.  1.00 p.m. 

Monday 17th Craster History Society – ‘The Queen’s Bodyguard & The  

 Yeoman of the Guard – its History since 1485 & Current Role’ by 

Mr C. Enderby.  7.00 p.m. Memorial Hall. 

Tuesday 18th Watchorn Concert on Holy Island. 3.00 pm Details as before  

Tuesday 18th An Evening with Andy Craig - "My Northumberland - A  

 Journey in Photographs, Songs and Music at St Mary's Church, 

 Newton by the Sea.  7.30p.m. Entry £6.  Wine available. 

Saturday 22nd Coffee Morning in aid of August Wedding Display.  10.30  

 a.m. – noon Parish Room. 

Saturday 22nd Craster Lifeboat Fete from 2.00 p.m. at Craster Harbour.  

Stalls, refreshments, raffle, boar rides, games and Lifeboats.  To  

donate prizes for the raffle, contact Hilary Punton 576411 or  

Pauline Brown 576503.  Please bring any bric-a-brac on the  

morning of the fete. 

Thursday 27th Watchorn concert at St. Aidan’s, Bamburgh.  7.30 p.m.  All  

 details as before 

Sunday 30th Howick Film Night.  Contact John Roper on 576413. 

AUGUST 2017 

Tuesday 1st Women’s Club – Hands On beauty session with Susanne  

 Hodgson.  2.00 p.m. Parish Church Room. 

Wednesday 2nd Embleton Church Fete.  2.00 p.m. 

Thursday 3rd A Northumbrian Evening of Humour and Song with Ernie Coe  

 and Friends at St Mary's Church, Newton by the Sea.  Tickets £7.50 

- from Vic Crew  Tel 01665 576550 or 07802 657217. 

Wednesday 9th Embleton Mothers’ Union – Mary Sumner Day service at  

 Holy Trinity Church at 10.00 a.m. 

Thursday 10th Watchorn Concert at St. Mary’s Church, Newton at 7.30  

 p.m.  All details as previously stated. 

Saturday & Sunday 19th & 20th ‘Were you married at Embleton Church?’   

 A display of wedding dresses, photographs and items relating to  

 weddings at Embleton Church from 11.00 a.m. each day. 

Saturday-Monday 26th-28th Rennington Scarecrow Festival 10.00 a.m. –  

 4.30 p.m.  Family fun, stalls, scarecrow quiz, refreshments all day 

plus sausage sizzle from 11.30 a.m. each day.  

 

  



21 

 

 
 

 

Whinstone Times advertising rates 

Small box £15, long box £30, large box £40, full page £80 

Discounts:-5% for three editions, 10% for six or more 

 

 
 

A comprehensive solution to the care of your holiday-let.  
We take the strain and give you peace of mind. 

To see our range of services go to: 
www.secondhomefromhome.co.uk 

 Get in touch on info@secondhomefromhome.co.uk or 
phone 01665 571 275 

Jane and Jude would love to hear from you! 
 

 
PLANTS – COFFEE – CAKE 

The Stable Yard, Craster Tower, Craster, Alnwick, Northumberland 

NE66 3SS 

Tel: 01665 571240  Web: www.thestableyardcraster.co.uk 

Closed on Tuesdays 
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Useful Telephone Numbers 
Emergencies - Police, Fire, Ambulance, Coastguard 999 

Police (non-emergency) 101 

Childline 0800 1111                                                     

Crimestoppers 0800 555 111                                        

NHS non-emergency care 111 

Northumberland C. C. County Hall 0345 600 6400 

NCC Councillor for Longhoughton Ward – Wendy 

Pattison 

07779 983072 

Northumbria Healthcare NHS Foundation Trust 0344 811 8111 

Samaritans 0845 790 9090 

Silverline (advice for older people) 0800 470 8090                 

Traveline 0871  200 2233 

C.A.B.  Northumberland 

Adviceline Mon – Fri 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 

0344 4111 1444 

 

 

 
   coffee, cake and gorgeous things…….. 

 
 

Spitalford, Embleton, Alnwick, Northumberland, NE66 3DW 
Tel: 01665 571371     www.eleanorsbyre.co.uk 

 
¼ mile south of Embleton village on the C54 Coastal Route to Craster 
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Margaret & Michael would like to welcome you to 

The Blink Bonny At Christon Bank, Alnwick 

Tel:   01665 576595 
(dog friendly) 

 

Check out our monthly fun quiz - £1 entry per person.  

All proceeds go to Charity 

 

T. DAWSON Ltd.     
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 

 
Domestic, Commercial & Industrial, PAT Testing 

Inspection & Testing BS2391 
Renewable energy 

BS7671 – FREE ESTIMATES 

     Tel: 01670 761921  Mob 07955 911720   
Email trevor.dawson1207@btinternet.com 
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THE GREYS INN 
Embleton 

At the heart of the community 

 Lunchtime, evening and special menus. Decking and Sun Terrace 
  Takeaways (including real ale from the pump) available.  Pizzas a favourite. 

 

Live sport on TV 
 

Quiz nights last Thursday of every month 

 

Fine ales, good homely food & a warm, friendly atmosphere.  

The Good Beer Guide 2017.                     Open Daily  

01665 576983 for dining room bookings 

                    


